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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 August 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 35 and 36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 35 and 36 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)S The drawing(s) filed on 29 August 2000 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . The Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences rendered a decision reversing examiner's rejections 
of claims 35-36 on 13 August 2004. Examiner is re-opening prosecution based on a newly discovered 
reference to Asay et al. A rejection of the claims is included below based on this newly discovered 
reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Asay et al, U.S. Patent No. 
5,903,882. 

As per Claim 35 . Asay et al disclose a method for validating a signed digital message comprising 
the steps of: 

- providing a register having funds stored therein (Col. 24, lines 1-15; Col. 34, lines 24-32 and 
55-65; Col. 41, lines 15-17 and 40-41; Col. 42, lines 10-20) 

- receiving a signed digital message from a sender (Col. 1, lines 33-44; Col. 5, lines 57-65; Col. 
8, lines 12-25; Col. 10, lines 37-44; Col. 16, lines 20-67) 

- determining if sufficient funds are present in the register for validating the message (Col. 24, 
lines 1-15; Col. 34, lines 24-32; Col. 42, lines 10-20) 
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- deducting funds from the register for validating the message (Col. 24, lines 1-15; Col. 34, lines 
24-32 and 55-65; Col. 41, lines 15-17 and 40-41; Col. 42, lines 10-20) 

- validating the signed digital message using a public key of the sender (Col. 1, lines 32-45; Col. 1 
line 65-Col. 2 line 20; Col. 5, lines 57-65; Col. 17, lines 5-11; Col. 18, lines 19-25; Col. 18 line 60-Col. 19 
line 5; Col. 19 line 65-Col. 20 line 15). 

As per Claim 36 , Asay et al further disclose: 

- receiving with the signed digital message a certificate of the sender, the certificate being signed 
using a private key of a certificate authority (Figures 1 and 1 1 ; Col. 1 line 52-Col. 2 line 20; Col. 1 1 , lines 
2-10; Col. 16, lines 20-39) 

- validating the certificate using a public key of the certificate authority (Col. 1 line 52-Col. 2 line 
20; Col. 18 line 60-Col. 19 line 5; Col. 19 line 65-Col. 20 line 8); and 

- extracting the public key of the sender from the certificate for use in validating the signed digital 
message (Col. 1, lines 32-45; Col. 1 line 65-Col. 2 line 20; Col. 17, lines 5-11; Col. 18, lines 19-25; Col. 
18 line 60-Col. 19 line 5; Col. 19 line 65-Col. 20 line 15; Col. 24, lines 40-45). 

Conclusion 

4. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as 
applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual 
claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in 
preparing the responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the 
examiner. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to John Hayes whose telephone number is (703)306-5447. The examiner can normally be 
reached Monday through Friday from 5:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jim 
Trammell, can be reached on (703) 305-9768. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as follows: 
Mail Stop 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Please address mail to be delivered by other delivery services (Federal Express (Fed Ex), UPS, 

DHL, Laser, Action, Purolator, etc.) as follows: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

2011 South Clark Place 

Customer Window, Mail Stop 



Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 

After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

(703) 746-5531 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, Arlington, 

jth floor receptionist. 

ohn W. Hayes ' 
c * u !l-*i oftftO //Primary Examiner 

CEWIW^ (/Art Unit 3621 

October 5, 2004 





